This is a critical abstract of an economic evaluation that meets the criteria for inclusion on NHS EED. Each abstract contains a brief summary of the methods, the results and conclusions followed by a detailed critical assessment on the reliability of the study and the conclusions drawn.
Interventions
The four comparators were the conventional, simultaneous, smear-positive, and sequential strategies as follows.
The conventional strategy was a conventional MTD test, regardless of the specimen smear result, with smear-positive and MTD test-negative specimens re-tested using an internal amplification positive control to assess for the presence of inhibitors. In the simultaneous strategy, both conventional and dilution methods were performed simultaneously for each specimen. In the smear-positive strategy, the dilution method was used for smear-positive specimens, and the conventional method was used for smear-negative specimens. In the sequential strategy, the conventional test was performed on all specimens, and those with negative or equivocal results were re-tested using the dilution method.
The dilution method consisted of adding 450μl of sterile distilled water to 50μl of the processed specimen, which was used in the conventional MTD test.
Location/setting
USA/laboratory.
Methods

Analytical approach:
This economic evaluation was based on a decision tree. The time horizon was not stated, but it appears to have been that of the diagnostic results. The authors stated that the laboratory perspective was adopted.
Effectiveness data:
Most of the clinical data came from a published retrospective study by the authors of this evaluation. The published study was a two-year retrospective review of MTD test data from the Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DHMH) Laboratory. This included 491 respiratory specimens from 401 people, who were tested using both
